51 Depot Road 
Berlin Train Station 
1893 
Victorian eclectic 
Burned down Dec.21, 2016 
Railroad built 1839 
In 1850 train station moved to present location 


1880s — burned 


1893 — new train station built using Berlin bricks. 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey 023 
1893 


Well preserved small 19°" century 
depot with notable stained glass windows. 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


Built in 1900 for the New York, New Haven & 
Hartford Railroad, the Berlin train station at 51 
Depot Road was considered to be one of the best 
preserved of Connecticut's smaller historic 

railroad depots. Now serving Amtrak’s New Haven- 
Springfield line, the building, has an 

original rounded walled ticket office in the waiting 
room. Update: Sadly, the station was gutted by 
fire on December 21, 2016. Deemed unsafe, the 
building was demolished. 
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FIRE RAVAGES THE 
BERLIN TRAIN 
STATION 


December 21, 2016 
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IDENTIFICATION 


DESCRIPTION 


59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT ' ' 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION bm tiie | i eee 


OIsTRiIcT 1F NR. SPECIFY 
ee ee ee ee #023 Ds Conr | Li actuct  [) Potentict 
1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
Berlin Depot Berlin Depot 


2. TOWN CITY LAG OUNTY 
Hartford 


NO NUMBER (and: or location) 


Depot Street 9-1/no block/RR 

OWNER(S) 200 N. Capitol St. NW 

National Rail Passenger Corp. Washington, D.C. 20001 K] public CO] Privore 
.U (Present) (Historic) 

Railroad Station Railroad Station 


6. EXTERIOR VBIGLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIGLE , EXPLAIN 
ACCESSIBILITY K] : i 
TO PUBLIC: K) ves C)no Yes Cnc Railroad Station 


e) BS UILDIN DATE OF CON RU 10 
Victorian Eclectic ; 1893 


6. MATERIALI(S) (Jndicate use of location when appropriate) 


hi 
DO Clopboord 0 Asbestos Siding Brick O Penis 
i Wood Shingle O Aspholt Siding O Fieldstone 


0 Board & Batten 0 Stucco O Cobblestone 


Aluminum Concrete Cut stone 
Siding Uh Type: 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 


O Wood frame OD Post and beom fel balloon 


(x) Load bearing masonry DO Structural iron or steel 


fh Other (Specify) 
TO ROOF UT ep) 


J Goble i} Flot Mansard O Monitor |S sawtooth 
‘eg Gombrel O Shed &) Hip fa Round (Specify) 


(Moterial) 


Roll 
OC Wood Shingle i) Aspholt ie) Tin DO Slote OD Gable end to the street 


Other 


ik) Aspholt shingle O Built up O Tile D) Speeuty) 


11.) NUMBER OF ORIES| APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


a Ridge parallel to the street 


2 P25 se. 348 
ONDITION (Nitin tural! Th Aten) 
O Excellent fk) Good O Foir oO Deteriorated O Excellent i) Good is Fair i) Deteriorated 
13. INTEGRITY ([. ation) TAN erat inst 1F YES, EXPLAIN 
iginal 

ie | Veineed Ci ves Jno 

REL 0 OUTBUILDIN OR LAND PEF URES 
ia} Barn 3 Shed 0 Garage (x) Other landscape features or buildings (Specify) 

Corrioge r 0 East of Amtrak line, long axis north and south 
[J house Shop Garden 
15 SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
0 Open lond Rese: DO Residential (x) Scattered buildings visible from site 


Indus- . sina : 
OD Commercial trial } Rural OD High building density 
Th INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 


In an industrial area just north of Kensington town center. 


PHOTO 


°} COMPILED BY 


DESCRIP TION (Continued! 


SIGNIFICANCE 


SOURCES 


Da 
PHOTOG 


APHER 


NEGATIVE ON FILE 


11/84 
Ni; SW B-18A; 19A 
Resource Consultants |12/84 


OF ATID 


Hartford, Connecticut 06106 


QU 1ELO EVALUATION’. 


17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Berlin Depot is a one-and-one-half story brick building located on 
the east side of the Amtrak line (originally the New York, New Haven, 


and Hartford Railroad) in Kensington. 
bond. 


Brick walls are laid up in common 


The north, south, and west elevations are protected by a full- 


height porch formed by an extension of the main hip roof; the porch has 
chamfered posts and braces and wooden spandrels with an applied grid 


design. 


The west elevation (along the tracks) 


has a large central round- 


arched window with stained glass sections; turned pilasters have been 


applied to the muntins. 


The window is treated as an oriel; 


it projects 


slightly in a corbelled wall section of large granite ashlar blocks. 
The elevation has three entries with segmental-arched glazed transoms. 
Two are located to the left of the round-arched window, one to the right. 


One left entry has border-pane transom glazing. 


WISTOR! OR ARTHI URAL POR N 


Historically, 


extant late-19th century public building in Kensington. 


All three (continued) 


BUILDER 


the Berlin Depot is significant as the most important 


The New York 


New Haven, and Hartford Railroad came to Berlin in 1848, providing the 
town's first rapid and reliable link to the urban centers of southern 


New England. 


involved several hazardous grade crossings; 
During the early years of the 1890s, though, Kensington 


unimpressive. 


Prior to the 1890s, its passage through Kensington 


the depot was small and 


was becoming a prospergns village center with much new construction and 


an attendant increas 
1895, all grade cros 
was completed in 189 
called it "a strikin 


Architecturally, the 
example of eclectic 


1 


Connecticut Railroad 


O Highwoys 
O Private 
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17. (continued) : 


entries have small sidelights over panels and heavy paneled doors with 
large single panes. Windows are segmental-arched; projecting brick 
lintels are connected by a brick belt course. The north and south 
elevations have central entries with double heavy paneled doors below 
border-pane glazed transoms. The entries are flanked by plain 

windows; windows and transoms are segmental-arched. The east elevation 
is similar to the west. The large round-arched central window does not 
project; a row of semi-circular attic windows is connected by an 
additional brick belt course. 


The interior features pressed-metal ceilings and heavy chamfered door 
and window surrounds. Door and window surrounds have corner blocks 
with carved rosettes and raised blocks with rosettes at the level of 

an interior course of corbelled-out brick. The ticket office is 
original and has beaded-board wainscoting below a paneled partition and 
a denticular cornice. 


19. (continued) : 


is not a high-styled building, the depot retains virtually all of its 
original detail, both interior and exterior, and contains references to 
several formal styles, including the Romanesque (round-arched forms, 
raised belt courses), and the Colonial Revival (dentils, corner blocks 
with carved rosettes). The porch spandrels suggest a minor Queen Anne 
influence; segmental-arched windows are typical of much 19th-century 
utilitarian masonry construction. The oriel window on the west (track) 
elevation not only serves a decorative purpose, but allowed a person 
standing inside the station to look up and down the track, a vital 
exercise in the day of mechanical signals. This is one of the best- 
preserved of the state's small 19th-century depots,. especially notable 
for its stained glass windows. . 7 = = 2 , 
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